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Calculations 
   
  Calculations are based on the Sidereal zodiac, and Lahiri Ayanamsa, which subtracts 

24 degrees from the Tropical zodiac. 
  All timings are GMT (subtract 1 hour during Daylight Saving Time for Universal Time). 
  True and mean nodal positions are given. 

 
Disclaimer 
 

 These forecasts (astrological weather forecasting) are general in nature and do 
not take the place of an in-depth consultation with a reputable Vedic astrologer.  

 Your ‘planetary time periods’ are more relevant (watch for these planets’ transits 
if you know them). 

 An imagined future should not take the place of your present reality, and your 
timeless being, easily accessed by being witness to what is happening in your 
body, your breath, and in this moment.  

 Only the major transits of 2017 are looked at. Many transits not mentioned may 
impact you directly, depending on your horoscope. 
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2017 Key Transits 
 

 Saturn enters Sagittarius in January, re-enters Scorpio in June and re-
enters Sagittarius in October: Gandanta*.  

 Jupiter continues to transit Virgo until September, when it enters Libra. 

 Venus is exalted in Pisces from the end of January until the end of May, 
due to its retrograde transit in March and April. 

 Mars is debilitated in Cancer and conjunct the north node (mean node 
position) in August, crossing the August eclipse degree in September. 

 The south node continues to transit Aquarius, until August/September 
(depending on nodal calculation), entering Capricorn. 

 The north node continues to transit Leo until August/September, 
entering Cancer: Gandanta*.  

 There is a penumbral lunar eclipse in Cancer on February 10/11 and an 
annular solar eclipse in Aquarius on February 26. 

 There is a partial lunar eclipse in Capricorn on August 7 and a total solar 
eclipse in Leo on August 21. 

 Uranus enters Aries on April 7, crossing over Gandanta*.  
 

 
*Gandanta is a sensitive juncture between water and fire signs; the 3 
degrees and 20 minutes at the end of the water signs, and at the 
beginning of the fire signs. Ganda means ‘knot’ and anta means ‘ending’. 
These degrees are transited many times, by all of the visible planets in 
2017, except Jupiter (although Jupiter is in opposition), creating many 
endings and new beginnings throughout the year. 
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Saturn in Scorpio 

Nov. 2 2014 – Jan.26 2017 

June 21 – Oct. 26 2017 

 

 

Saturn has been transiting Scorpio since November 2014, and you don’t need 

an astrologer to inform you that this has created an inordinate amount of fear 

around the globe. We have been more aware of death because of Saturn in 

Scorpio and its aspect to Leo (representing celebrities) and the north node 

placed therein, as well as its exchange of signs with the south node in 

Aquarius. 

 

Although Saturn leaves Scorpio for Sagittarius by January 26 2017, it returns to 

Scorpio from June 21 to October 26 2017. Saturn’s return to a sign it has 

already left, returns us to the issues we were dealing with in 2016. 

 

Saturn returning to Scorpio in the summer of 2017 is fearful and tense, with 

many things coming to the surface which have hitherto remained hidden.  This 

is also largely due to the total solar eclipse in Leo, a sign which is influenced by 

Saturn as it transits Scorpio.  

Read about Saturn in Scorpio here 

http://www.timelineastrology.com/saturn-in-scorpio-the-imp-of-the-perverse.html
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Jupiter in Virgo 

Aug. 11 2016 – Sept. 11 2017 

While Jupiter continues to transit through the analytical Virgo in 2017, Venus 

transits through the opposite sign Pisces, representing an opposition between 

the desire to just let go and let it be, and the need to find meaning in the de-

tails of our lives.  

 

Jupiter in Virgo represents a need to ‘walk the walk’ and see how well our phi-

losophies stand up to the rigors of daily life. Saturn’s aspect from January 26 

will ask to look more closely at our daily lives and how much depth our rou-

tines have, as well as how appropriate these activities are.  

 

Jupiter in Virgo promotes problem solving, as well as connecting the dots in 

terms of health care and work regimes. This is a good time to bring more clari-

ty into your routines, whether eating habits, exercise regimes or daily tasks; 

finding meaning in the mundane. This allows us to connect with each other 

through work, service, charity and healing. 

 

Read more about Jupiter in Virgo here 

http://www.timelineastrology.com/jupiter-in-virgo-walking-the-walk.html
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Venus in Pisces 
Jan. 28 – May 31 2017 

 

There is a balm available in 2017, after the raw, emotional distress of 2016. We 

will need this balm, more than ever, as fears and instability are heightened in 

the world in 2017.  

 

For those in a Venus cycle, this will be a sweeter pill, while for those in a period 

of Saturn, for example, Venus offers only some comfort to be able to deal with 

more pressing issues. Venus represents the things which make life bearable, 

and without it, we would give up trying.  Saturn and Mars get us to work on 

ourselves and ultimately improve our lives. However, without the sweetness 

that life has to offer, our existence would be too painful and we would not go 

on.  

 

For those in a Venus cycle, the transit of Venus in its exaltation sign is a 

welcome break from all of the intense fear and insecurity of recent times. 

Venus is the planet of peace and harmony, and while it is exalted we seek 

happiness in more idealistic ways. We wish to connect to a higher love, a 

deeper connection, seeing past the selfishness and desire for just one kind of 

love, for one kind of person. There are many words for love in some languages 

and Pisces blends them all together to give us a sense of interconnectedness 

which Saturn and Mars have recently pulled apart.  

 

Making the most of this ‘cosmic love’ and higher states of awareness allows us 

to bear the unbearable wars and death all around.  
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Venus Retrograde 
March 4 – April 15 

 

Venus spends a longer-than-usual period in Pisces due to its retrograde transit 

in March and April. This intensifies our search for meaning and purpose in 

relationships and connection with each other from a higher level of awareness 

- a sense that we are all one. 

 

On a practical level, Venus retrograde gets us to examine what we value and 

how we give and receive love. Venus is full of desire, whether it is a sexual 

desire or a spiritual one, and its domain is relationships which are represented 

by the water element. Pisces, being a water-dominant sign, is the perfect 

domain for Venus and the selflessness which relationships require.  

 

Love can be felt in many different ways, loving different people, even loving 

different genders depending on the fluidity of Venus in an individual’s birth 

chart. Those born with Venus in Pisces are certainly capable of loving different 

people in different ways at the same time, and not find they are contradictory 

feelings.  

 

The challenge of balancing the needs of Pisces with those of Virgo remains, as 

Jupiter continues to transit opposite to Venus, creating a tension between our 

immediate desires and a bigger picture view. This intensifies during Venus’s, 

and subsequently Jupiter’s, retrograde transits.  
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Saturn in Sagittarius 

Jan. 26 – June 21 2017 

Oct. 26 – Jan. 24 2020 

Saturn’s initial transit into Sagittarius is an unstable one, as it transits the first 3 

degrees of the sign in 2017. This position is a weak placement for the planet of 

form and establishment, crumbling many things we have held tentatively in 

place. This further destabilizes structures around the world, heightening fears. 

Saturn’s focus on Sagittarius is a time for looking at the beliefs we hold, and 

whether or not they serve us moving forward. It can dampen enthusiasm 

somewhat, especially when its aspect to Sagittarius ruler, Jupiter is taken into 

account. Jupiter and Sagittarius represent how big we can dream and grow to-

wards our ideals, while Saturn represents how realistic these ideals are. We are 

asked to wake up and look at the reality of the situation in both a general 

sense, and more specifically in relation to the area of our lives we each experi-

ence the signs Sagittarius, Gemini, Virgo and Aquarius.  

Aries: beliefs, friendships, communication, work and health.  

Taurus: finances and security, career and status, children and creativity.  

Gemini: relationships, beliefs, oneself and home life.  

Cancer: work and health, security and expenses, communication.  

Leo: children and creative projects, relationships, finances and expenses.  

Virgo: home, work, career, health and oneself. 

Libra: communication, children, beliefs and expenses.  

Scorpio: earnings and resources, home and security.  

Sagittarius: oneself and career, communication and relationships.  

Capricorn: finances and expenses, work and beliefs.  

Aquarius: friendships, oneself, children, creativity and security.  

Pisces: career and status, expenses, home and relationships.  

Read more about Saturn in Sagittarius here 

http://www.timelineastrology.com/saturn-in-sagittarius-new-hope-new-fear.html
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North Node in Leo/South Node in Aquarius 
Mean nodes:  Jan. 29 2016 - Aug. 18 2017 
True nodes:  Jan. 9 2016 - Sept. 9 2017 
 

 
Medusa, by Caravaggio (1595) 
 
 

The north node has reflected many changes in governments the world over, 
many changes in leadership and many celebrity deaths. It creates shocks and 
deception, as those in power ‘seem’ to gain more and more power under its 
influence. The north node represents an insatiable thirst for power, while the 
means to achieve it are irrelevant. Lies are used to gain control over the 
masses. Many more tactics are hidden from view.  
 
 
This had been more emphasized in 2016 due to Jupiter’s conjunction with the 
north node. This created the perfect receipt for deceit and upset.  
 
 
The south node’s transit in Aquarius, although representing a need for 
humanity to pull together, has been exchanging with the fear-producing Saturn 
in Scorpio, while transiting the north node’s lunar sign, Satabhisak. This has, 
instead created a pulling in, a need to separate ‘them from us’ while the 
perception of dwindling resources instils fear and anger in those holding the 
largest and smallest pieces of the pie.  



© 2017 Gary O'Toole. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Penumbral Lunar Eclipse 

Feb. 10/11 

This partial lunar eclipse begins at 22.34 on February 10. It is at its maximum at 

00.43 on February 11, ending at 02.53 GMT. 

 

The eclipsed Moon is placed at 27 degrees of Cancer, in the lunar sign Ashle-

sha. This eclipse acts as a preview for the upcoming changes in the coming 

years in relation to family and home life. 

When tracking the eclipse path backwards through the signs, we first experi-

ence changes in the way we are governed (Leo), before this changes how we 

feel at home and how secure we feel (Cancer).  

This, and subsequent eclipses, have a powerful say in the direction America is 

going, for example, because of the countries horoscope now experiencing a 

period of the north node. For the world in general, more changes in housing, 

healthcare and family life are on the horizon.  
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Annular Solar Eclipse 
Feb. 26  
This partial eclipse begins at 12.10 on February 26, is at its maximum at 14. 58 
and ends at 17.35 GMT. 

 

 
 
The night before this eclipsed Sun is known as Maha Shivaratri, the ‘great night 
of Lord Shiva’. This represents a time to be still with the new beginnings. And, 
as with all new beginnings, there are endings to experience. 
 
The Sun is placed with the south node of the Moon, representing an ending of 
power, taking out those in power, removing things from our lives which keep 
us disconnected, while others take advantage of this void and grab whatever 
they can to feel more powerful.  
 
From a higher perspective, we can experience the void itself as the true source 
of power and connection to all-that-is.  
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Uranus in Aries 
April 7 2017 – June 1 2024 

 

Aries is the natural first house of the zodiac, representing the head, and Mars 
represents the nervous tissue and marrow; anything encased in bone, 
including the brain. Therefore Mars represents the individual, an experience of 
being oneself when thinking and acting from our own unique perspective. 
Uranus’s transit, representing new and exciting avenues, creates a dynamic 
field of possibilities for the advancement of the individual.  
 
New technologies and advances in current ones are particularly highlighted. 
However, as with any technological advances - and while Uranus transits Aries 
for the next 7 years - we will see more individualism and the resulting sense of 
separation between individuals and nations. Technology has the ability to bring 
those who are further away closer, and those who are close, further away.  
 
There are no smooth starts for Uranus in Aries, as it transits back and over the 
sensitive Gandanta position between ‘fiery’ Aries and ‘watery’ Pisces. There 
will be more delays as Uranus enters Aries and during its retrograde cycle from 
August 3 2017 to January 2 2018. Uranus will not settle into Aries (if that 
phrase is at all appropriate for Uranus!) until well into 2018. This means more 
delays for the messy breakup of the EU and Britain, for example.   
 
For those in their early 40’s, and those in their 80’s, this transit is more 
relevant, as Uranus opposes or conjuncts its natal position for these 
individuals. It can break up the status quo; especially for those in their early 
40’s, as it points back to their individual nature, with less regard for others’ 
opinions. 
 
Britain joined the EU in 1973, along with Denmark and Ireland. In 2016 Uranus 
came to the opposite position of 1973, and transits over this degree again in 
2017. Just as with any separation, it involves many others, so the rest of 
Europe will feel the repercussions of this break-up, with more separating lined 
up for the coming years.  

Read more about Uranus in Aries here 

http://www.timelineastrology.com/uranus-in-aries-new-beginnings.html
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Mars in Cancer 

July 11 – Aug. 27 
 
2017 is Mars’ turn to move into its debilitation, just as 2016 was Venus’s. 
However, Mars’ debilitation is more challenging to deal with, especially as it 
picks up strength at certain degrees in its sign of debilitation, Cancer. This 
occurs by the middle of August 2017, a particularly volatile month in the year, 
during the eclipses in Cancer and Leo, as Mars crosses Gandanta.  
 
Mars joins Venus in Pisces for the start of the year, creating a passionate mix. 
Mars then moves into Aries as it conjuncts Uranus, creating an even more 
potent mix by the end of February. It is strong in its own sign from March 1 to 
April 12. It then moves towards its sign of debilitation by the summer. This is a 
volatile and tense period, due to Saturn’s return to Scorpio and the total solar 
eclipse in Leo, which Mars will transit in August and September.  
 
Mars in Cancer brings out the more immature expressions of power which is a 
compensation for a sense of powerlessness. Having Mars weakly placed can 
wreak havoc. This is especially volatile as Mars moves into certain degrees of 
strength within this period; through the middle of August.  
 
This is further accentuated by the presence of the north node, at the sensitive 
juncture between Cancer and Leo, known as Gandanta. This juncture, with 
Mars and the north node transiting in August and September, creates 
explosive endings.  
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North Node in Cancer/South Node in 
Capricorn 
 
Mean nodes: Aug. 18 2017 – March 7 2019 
True nodes: Sept. 9 2017 – March 23 2019 
 
The north node in Cancer creates a fear around home life, family and 
healthcare. These basic needs become areas of change and stress. Once the 
leaders of the world gain control and implement policies, these gradually 
trickle down into families’ lives, and make us live with the shocking effects of 
recent changes in governments.  
 
 
More fear is produced leading up to the instability of August and September, 
while the north node crosses Gandanta, and Mars joins the north node at the 
end of Cancer and the beginning of Leo.  
 
 
The south node’s entry into Capricorn continues Saturn’s influence, but instead 
of creating a need to look at humanities worsening crisis, we are now asked to 
take responsibility for our own lives - and more importantly our inner lives. At 
the same time we may want to rule to the hills and forget about all our 
responsibilities.   
 
 
The south node in Capricorn instils a desire for freedom from responsibility, 
while Saturn’s position in Sagittarius from October 26 2017 creates a need to 
focus on what is real and what is fiction, while many loose hope and escape 
the reality of the situation by any means necessary.  
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Partial Lunar Eclipse 
Aug. 7 
Begins at 16.50. Is at its maximum at 19.20 and ends at 21.50 GMT 

 
 
This eclipse, and the month of August in general, represents a volatile period in 
time, as the nodes begin to move signs, with the north node crossing the 
sensitive Gandanta position between Leo and Cancer. Mars is also opposite 
this full Moon with the Sun, and is therefore weak by combustion and 
debilitation in Cancer, making for an insecure and unstable period.  
 
Mars in Cancer alone can create havoc, instilling a level of anger within us that 
we often do not acknowledges, but may project onto others, or explode when 
it is not given an outlet. Its combustion is even more volatile and unstable, 
while the eclipse brings uncertainty to guarantee a tense time in August.  
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Total Solar Eclipse 
Aug. 21 
This eclipse begins at 12.10, is at its max. at 14.58 and ends at 17.35 GMT 

 
 
The total solar eclipse occurs at 4 degrees of sidereal Leo, in the Nakshatra or 
‘lunar constellation’ Magha. This lunar sign is symbolized by a throne of power 
and represents a lineage; an ancestry one belongs to; a sense of power due to 
entitlement. The powerful overdo it in many cases, creating a deceptive play 
for power, gaining it by any means necessary. While the south node shows a 
cutting away and subsequent vulnerability since the last solar eclipse in 
February, this eclipse brings to light those who are willing to take advantage of 
the situation, in order to increase their power. This eclipse is very near 
President Trump’s ascendant degree in Magha and is visible through the 
middle of America, symbolically cutting the country in two.  
 

 
Read about the American eclipse cycle here 

http://www.timelineastrology.com/the-american-eclipse-cycle-20162017.html
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Jupiter in Libra 
Sept. 11 2017 – Oct. 11 2018 

Jupiter in Venus’ sign points to a need to find balance in our lives, which plays 

out more prominently in relation to others, but can also be seen in the arts, in 

our bodies through the balance of hormones, and in life in general. On a global 

scale, this plays out more obviously in issues related to equality and fair play.  

 

Laws are Jupiter’s domain, and while in Libra we are likely to see more of this 

placing emphasis on equality. As with any Jupiter transit, there can be a 

tendency to overdo it, leaving room for manipulation by those seeking to tip 

the scales in their favour.  

 

Jupiter represents our philosophies, the rules we set down for ourselves to live 

a more balanced life, but Libra is a sign which represents the need to 

negotiate. This can create a tricky interplay between our desire to please, and 

our need to find meaning in our own individual lives, especially when Uranus’ 

transit in the opposite sign, Aries is taken into account.  

 

Our philosophies can all too often get lost in our interactions with others. 

Everyone has their own opinion, of course. Jupiter is a deeper part of our 

awareness, an intuition, a deeper intelligence which is more easily accessed in 

quiet seclusion, connecting with each other more profoundly once this inner 

connection has been made.  
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Monthly Solar Ingress GMT 

Sun in Sagittarius December 15 to January 13 

Sun in Capricorn January 14 to February 12 

Sun in Aquarius February 13 to March 13 

Sun in Pisces  March 14 to April 13 

Sun in Aries  April 14 to May 13 

Sun in Taurus  May 14 to June 13 

Sun in Gemini  June 14 to July 15 

Sun in Cancer  July 16 to August 15 

Sun in Leo  August 16 to September 15 

Sun in Virgo  September 16 to October 16 

Sun in Libra  October 17 to November 15 

Sun in Scorpio  November 16 to December 14 
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2017 Retrograde Planets 

Mercury  

Stations direct in Sagittarius Jan. 8 

Enters retrograde zone in Aries March 27 

Stations retrograde in Aries April 10 

Stations direct in Aries Gandanta May 3 

Enters direct zone in Aries May 20 

Enters retrograde zone in Leo July 25 

Stations retrograde in Leo Aug. 13 

Stations direct in in Leo Sept. 5 

Enters direct zone in Leo Sept. 19 

Enters retrograde zone in Scorpio Nov. 14 

Stations retrograde in Sagittarius Dec. 3 

Stations direct in Scorpio Dec. 22 

Jupiter  

Stations retrograde in Virgo Feb. 6 

Stations direct in Virgo June 9 

Enters direct zone in Virgo (29 degrees) Sept. 6 

Venus 

Enters retrograde zone in Pisces Jan. 30 

Stations retrograde in Pisces March 4 

Stations direct in Pisces April 15 

Enters direct zone in Pisces May 18 
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Saturn 

Stations retrograde in Sagittarius April 5 

Stations direct in Scorpio Aug. 25 

Enters direct zone in Sagittarius Dec. 1 

Uranus 

Enters retrograde zone April 15 

Stations retrograde in Aries Aug. 3 

Stations direct in Aries Gandanta Jan. 2 2018 

Neptune 

Enters retrograde zone in Aquarius Feb. 23 

Stations retrograde in Aquarius June 16 

Stations direct in Aquarius Nov. 22 

Pluto 

Enters retrograde zone in Sagittarius Dec. 29 2016 

Stations retrograde in Sagittarius April 20 

Stations direct in Sagittarius Sept. 28 
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